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RODIN WAS RIGHT: The Thinker and Teaching

The Impact of The Eternal on The Christian Mind

Respond to the following statements with “agree” or “disagree,” giving a reason.

· Since teachers know more than students they should give the correct answer.

· “Yes/No” or content questions are most important.

· Teachers should tell others what to think.

· Reading and thinking about the best arguments from opponents is crucial.

· “I don’t know” is a proper response to some questions.

· Not knowing the answer to a question suggests a need for a lower grade.

· The real importance of thinking must begin with contemplations of death.

How does thinking relate to the concepts of the past, present, and future?

1. Past

2. Present

3. Future

What is necessary as the Christian basis for “thinking”?

IT’S ALL IN YOUR HEAD

How The Finite (Us) Willfully Suppresses The Infinite (God)






The Corruption of Sin


1. Pagan Outlook is Hostile Toward God 

Romans 8:6-8 “The way a sinful person 

thinks…the sinful mind is at war with God”

2. Pagan Thinking is Futile in Understanding God

Ephesians 4:17 “Their thoughts don’t have any purpose.” (2 Timothy 3:8; Titus 1:15)

3. Pagan Perception Cannot Grasp God

Ephesians 4:18 “they can’t understand the truth.” (Colossians 1:21)

How The Infinite (God) Willingly Sanctifies The Finite (Us)

The Corrective of Salvation

1.
Only Jesus Can Change Thinking


Colossians 1:22

2.   God Will Place His Law in Our Minds

Depraved



Hebrews 8:10 (cf. 10:16)

  Mind



     3.   We Are Made New in Our Thinking





Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10



Salvation
     4.   The Process of Renewal is Continual





Romans 12:2





     5.   The Product of Renewal is Concise

Renewed



Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:30

  Mind



     6.   The Pattern of Renewal is Broad





2 Corinthians 10:5





     7.   The Attitude of Renewal is Imperative






Philippians 2:5

A Believing Mind in Acumen, Attitude, and Action
2 Kings 23:24, 25

EVERYBODY DOESN’T THINK ALIKE

Christian Thinking Should Be Different from All Other Thinking
1.  What is the beginning of knowledge? (Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 1:7; 9:10)

2.  Where is the origin of truth?


(a) Psalm 31:5


(b) Psalm 119:43, 142, 151, 160

3.  List three pitfalls of knowledge:


(a) Romans 1:21


(b) 1 Corinthians 8:1, 2


(c ) 2 Timothy 3:7

4.  Skim read 1 Corinthians 6.  What is the repetitious phrase?  Why is it repeated?

5.   Read Ephesians 1:18, 19; Philippians 1:9-11; Colossians 1:9-10.  According to these passages, what should be our emphasis in praying for others?

6.  Skim read Proverbs 4.  Then write “agree/disagree” next to the following statements with a brief explanation.

· People should live and learn.

· Experience is the best teacher.

· You can’t know what I’m going through until you experience it yourself.

7.  Write a brief summary of what these verses say about the Christian and their thinking:

1. Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:2
2. Psalm 77:10-12

3. Proverbs 2:1-6

4. Daniel 2:20-23

5. Acts 17:11

6. Romans 8:6-8

7. 1 Corinthians 2:15-16

8. Colossians 3:1-4

9. Titus 1:9-11

10. 1 Peter 1:13
Lithuanian Legend: Two Different Stories
Several centuries ago, a curious but deadly plague appeared in a small village in Lithuania.  What was curious about this disease was its grip on its victim; as soon as a person contracted it, he would go into a very deep, almost deathlike coma.  Most individuals would die within twenty-four hours, but occasionally a hardy soul would make it back to the full bloom of health.  The problem was that since early eighteenth-century medical technology was not very advanced, the unafflicted had quite a difficult time telling whether a victim was dead or alive.  This didn’t matter too much, though, because most of the people were, in fact, dead.

Then one day it was discovered that someone had been buried alive.  This alarmed the townspeople, so they called a town meeting to decide what should be done to prevent such a situation from happening again.  After much discussion most people agreed on the following solution.  They decided to put food and water in every casket next to the body.  They would even put an air hole up from the casket to the earth’s surface.  And a string attached to a bell above the ground was also created so that the grave could be dug up if need be. These procedures would be expensive, but they would be more than worthwhile if they would save some people’s lives.

Another group came up with a second, less expensive, right answer.  They proposed implanting a twelve-inch-long stake in every coffin lid directly over where the victim’s heart would be.  Then whatever doubts there were about whether the person was dead or alive would be eliminated as soon as the coffin lid was closed.

Explain the mindset difference between the two groups.

What slogan would summarize the mindset of each of the two groups?

From your Christian perspective, is either group right or wrong?  Why?

How does the Lithuanian situation relate to any current ethical issues?

A prep schoolteacher, when asked about the nature of his work, replied, “I am a traffic officer.  It has been my business to arrange productive collisions between boys and books and ideas.”








� Why is there a difference between Deuteronomy 6:5 and Mark 12:30?  The Hebrew concept of “heart” meant mission control center.  The Grecian-oriented audience of the New Testament necessarily needed the explanation of “mind”.


� Adapted from Ronald T. Habermas, Teaching for Reconciliation: Foundations and practice of Christian Educational Ministry, rev.  Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2001, p. 60.
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