Declaration of Human Rights
English W270, Section 33014, Spring, 2021 – Dr. Mark Eckel

Week 4, Assignment #2
Origins and ends are the bookends of all ethics, all argumentative writing.
Rationale The so-called “humanities” (School of Liberal Arts at IUPUI) should care most for what is human. Notice, however, that I used the word “should” in the first sentence. “Should” demands a standard for right and wrong. “Care” is also loaded with ethical freight, the first question being, “Why care?” Being a “human” suggests responsibility in that sentence. Here is the real issue: we tend to assume “shoulds” and “oughts.” We really do not spend much time in the humanities discussing the source, the origin of what makes something good or bad, virtuous or evil. And then there is the problem of consequence. What does it matter at the end of the day – or the end of life – whether I do or don’t do something “good” or “bad?” Here is your opportunity to add to the important discussion.
Phase 1 Read “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (UDHR, find the link here). Do a bit of historical research to identify why the UDHR was written (timing is important) and which former First Lady was most responsible for initiating the UDHR (in 1947 by another name). Culture and context matter in everything, in any discussion. 
Phase 2 Ponder, think deeply, about the following ideas and questions. In the first line of the preamble (the first “Whereas”) you will notice the issue I raise in the rationale above. What is the origin, the source, the authority by which any individual or institution can make such a claim? The second line (the second “Whereas”) suggests humanity has an “outraged conscience.” Where does conscience originate and why do we consider something an offense against another? “Rights” are mentioned in each of the first three lines of the preamble: what are “rights” and who decided what the “rights” are? [Article 1 frames the claims initiated in the opening lines of the preamble.] And why does this discussion matter in a course on “Argumentative Writing?”
Phase 3 Watch my short “KLAIM” videos on “knowledge,” (link) “limitation,” (link) & “authority” (link). 
Phase 4 Write a 500 word (minimum) essay explaining, supporting, or disagreeing with any of the questions or ideas I have posited anywhere on this page. Title your essay based on the question or idea you have chosen. You must incorporate one (1) idea or statement from the UDHR and three (3) ideas or statements one from each of the three videos. Use quotation marks to identify the ideas (no quotes longer than 10 words). There are no right or wrong answers outside the directions here.
Upload to Canvas by Sunday, 7 March 2021 @ 11.59 p.m.
